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1. What is Evangelization?

u Many people have a negative preconception of evangelization.
u We immediately think of things that make us uncomfortable.

u Evangelization is NOT yelling on a street corner.
u It is about learning how to invite others to share in the faith you enjoy.

u Evangelization is NOT preaching with a doctorate in theology.
u It is about finding ways to witness and give testimony to others.

u Evangelization is NOT talking to random strangers
u It is about learning how to share with the people who trust you.
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1. What is Evangelization?

u Did you know that you have been evangelizing in small ways.
u Every time you invite someone to Mass or talk about your faith.

u Every time you offer acts of service in Jesus’ name.

u Every time you pray with others or make the sign of the cross in public.

u Evangelization is about being more “Intentional” in our actions.
u Learning ways to talk about Faith and Jesus in your ministry to others.

u Becoming more comfortable having spiritual conversations with others.

u Finding ways to bring Jesus and Faith into every-day situations.
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2. There is a Major Crisis in the Church

u 18,000 members currently registered at our parish.
u 1,800 members attending weekend Masses.

u 10% of parish members are currently active.

u We are the 2nd largest parish in the Diocese of Pittsburgh
u Only 40% to 50% of the liturgical ministers returned after the pandemic.

u On average we have 170 funerals and only 108 baptisms per year.

u Decline from 50 weddings per year to less than 25 per year.

u Non-Denominational are the only churches that are growing.
u What are they doing that we are not? – Evangelizing (sharing & inviting)
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2. There is a Major Crisis in the Church

u What do Catholics today believe?
u At any given Sunday Mass, about a third of those attending are considering 

leaving the Church.  (Weddell)

u There are 50 million “former” Catholics representing 15% of US adults.  
(PRRI/RNS Survey)

u Just one-third of U.S. Catholics agree with their church that Eucharist is 
the Body & Blood of Christ. (Pew Research)

u 62% of Catholics seldom or never share their faith or view of God with 
anyone else (which is a lower rate than US atheists.  (Pew Religious 
Landscape Survey)
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3. Collective Parish Focus to Evangelize

u What is the Mission of the Church?  
“Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her 
deepest identity.  She exists in order to evangelize.”           

(Evangelii Nuntiandi, Pope Paul VI)

u We have been called to a New Evangelization:
“ Commit all of the Church’s energies to a new evangelization…”            

(St. John Paul II)
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4. Catherine of Siena Institute

Fr. John, with the endorsement of the Pastoral Council, has 
engaged the Catherine of Siena Institute (CSI).

u Started by Sherry Weddell after writing, “Forming Intentional Disciples.”

u She is a convert to the Catholic Faith who saw that the Church was 
teaching information about Jesus before people had a personal 
relationship with Christ.

u CSI will consult with our parish over the next fiscal year.  They will help us to 
achieve a better understanding of the New Evangelization and our individual 
and collective roles in each of our ministries. 

u This is year one of a five-year process to move our parish from 
maintenance (maintaining what we have) to mission (inviting and 
discipling)
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4. Catherine of Sienna Institute

Goals of the Catherine of Siena Institute (CSI) work at OLMC

u Primary goal is to fully engage every Parish leader in the work of 
evangelization - winning souls for Christ - which is core to both our Parish 
Mission and that of the Church

u Achieving this primary goal depends on our success in achieving two 
underlying goals:

u Parish leaders will develop a common view of our Mission, understand it with 
greater clarity and urgency, and see it as their top priority.

u Every Parish leader will be motivated and empowered to intentionally reassess 
current and future activities through the lens of evangelizing, i.e., bringing 
souls into a deep relationship with Jesus.
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4. Catherine of Siena Institute
u Attend four Modules/Sessions over the next year at our Parish:

u September 16/17 and November 11/12 in 2022

u January 27/28 and April 14/15 in 2023

u Friday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 pm & Saturdays from 9 am to 3 pm

u You are committing to (4) 8-hour training sessions (32 hours total)

u 2 Evenings of Reflection for Advent and Lent from 6 to 8 pm

u Monday, December 12, 2022 & Monday, March 6, 2023

u The parish will subsidize all costs of meals, materials & training.
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4. Catherine of Siena Institute

u What can I expect to get out of the 4 CSI modules?
1. Empowerment to feel more comfortable talking about your faith.

2. Tools to make you more effective in your ministry to share Jesus.

3. Resources to enhance your skills in communicating the Good News.

4. Meeting others in our parish that are excited about their faith.

5. Building community with people in our parish that you don’t know yet.

6. Instilling hope through the Holy Spirit that He is rebuilding His Church.
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5. Why Should I Do This?

u I have a personal relationship with Jesus and I want new ways to share it.

u You are active in one or more ministries in the Church because you love Jesus 
and want to share your faith with others.

u It saddens me to see so many people I know not practicing their faith

u You know someone in your family, work-place, or even neighborhood that fell 
away from their faith, especially during the pandemic.

u You want them to come to know Jesus, but you do not know what to say.

u I love my Catholic Faith and I want it to flourish in future generations.

u We recognize that it takes all of us to change the culture and our parish.

u I want to be part of the solution and make a difference in my parish.
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Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish Prayer
Lord, be with us, so that we might not look forward in fear 

to the changes in life. We are your very own. 
We believe that you will lead us safely through all things, 

and when we cannot stand it, You will carry us in your arms. 
May we not fear what will happen tomorrow. 

You are our everlasting Father who cares for us today. 
We believe that you will care for us every day. 

Lord, either shield us from suffering, or give us the unfailing 
strength to bear it. May we be at peace and so put aside all 
anxious thoughts and imaginations. United with the prayers 
and example of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, We make this 

prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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